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Supportive Care in the 

Congregation 
 

Providing a congregational network of care for 

persons with significant disabilities  

Revised 2011 Edition 

Dean A. Preheim-Bartel and Aldred H. 

Neufeldt 

And for the 2011 edition: 

Paul D. Leichty and Christine J. Guth 

 “What will happen to our child after we’re 

gone?” “Who will provide spiritual and emo-

tional support?” Such questions trouble 

many parents of persons who live with signi-

ficant disabilities. Supportive Care in the 

Congregation proposes a plan to address 

long-term care needs within local church 

congregations through the forming of Sup-

portive Care groups to surround individuals 

with disabilities and their families. 

A Supportive Care group in a congregation, committed to both immediate 

crises and the long haul, has the capacity to preach and teach about the 

grace and love of God.  
 

Bill Gaventa, Director Community and Congregational Supports 

The Elizabeth M. Boggs Center on Developmental Disabilities 

UMDNJ-Robert Wood Johnson Medical School 

After We’re Gone 

A Christian perspective on estate and life 

 planning for families that include a dependent 

member with a disability 

Revised 2011 Edition 

Duane Ruth-Heffelbower  

Caring for an adult who is dependent 

due to a significant disability is a major 

responsibility. Making provisions for 

that person's physical, emotional, and 

financial well-being after the death of 

the caregiver can be complex and 

confusing. After We're Gone introduces 

options and resources for the Christian 

family and faith community as they 

interact with the legal system to make 

provisions for the ongoing care of 

loved ones with disabilities.   

This book is an extended hand, reaching out to those who are worried or 

frustrated to offer encouragement, support, and hope. 

 

Wilfred Martens, PhD 

Professor Emeritus of English, Fresno Pacific University 
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